
Course superintendent Stuart Moore is pictured here holding the PGA’s 
annual environmental award that was presented to the club in February 
this year. Subsequently Stuart on behalf of the club accepted the Australian 
Golf Course Superintendents’ Association’s annual environmental award. 
“Awards for our water treatment plant are very pleasing, but of course it’s 
all achieved through teamwork,” says Stuart.

Another National
Environmental

Award

THREE years ago course superintendent Stuart Moore’s proposal to introduce a new 
machinery washdown bay, chemical mixing and storage area was given the green light.

Ongoing industry recognition of our water treatment plant was revealed in Cairns on Thursday July 
26 when Stuart, who in June gave a detailed presentation in Melbourne to an independent panel 
of judges, accepted an environmental award from the Australian Golf Course Superintendents’ 
Association (AGCSA) during its 23rd annual conference.

Earlier this year another industry recognition of our course superintendent’s initiative and his team 
came in February at the Hilton hotel in Brisbane, where Stuart was presented with the PGA’s annual 
environment award.

OLD SYSTEM PRIMITIVE
Publicity that appeared in the Golf & Sports Turf bi-monthly magazine published by Melbourne-

based Glenvale Publications noted that our old system was primitive, as evidenced by the
paved area where water gathered in a spoon drain that ran off through a pond and out into the 
Nerang River.

Another concern was that someone could knock over a drum of chemical.

Word from the magazine’s journalist Elizabeth De Friest is that although it took three years for 
Stuart to do his homework, in the end he came up with an ideal set-up.

“Obviously,” says club president Don Phelan,”our new water treatment plant is now recognised 
nationally as a benchmark by the golfing industry since the facility is designed to extract all 
contaminants and chemicals from water used for daily washing down of machinery and to prevent 
pollutants escaping into local waterways.

“Also, regardless of current water restrictions, members are able to wash down their buggies.”

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
“Environmental management is a major focus for the golf course management industry at 

present, and AGCSA’s Claude Crockford Environmental Award is the ultimate recognition of the 
work Stuart has undertaken to improve Southport Golf Club’s environmental performance,” says 
Simone Staples, the AGCSA events manager and its awards coordinator. (continued on page 2)

Footnote: Stuart’s air travel and accommodation to Melbourne and Cairns was covered by the AGCSA.

on Saturday
August 11 at 6.30pm

COST is only
$20 per head 

Book NOW by registering at the
club’s office or ph (07) 5571 1444

Here’s the appeal...
• welcoming cocktail on arrival
• tasting of quality red and
 white wines
• delicious canapés, savouries
 and cheeses
• plus a $500 cash giveaway
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President’s
 Report

IT’S very pleasing indeed to see so many 
members turning up to enjoy Friday nights 
at the club. As usual there are the regular 
hard-core supporters, and an encouraging 
sign is that we are seeing new faces almost every week.

Whilst on the subject of Friday nights: we have decided to increase the 
jackpot to $100 per week. This is possible due to the support we are 
getting from those attending and buying raffle tickets. 

The sooner we can get to $5000, the faster we can give away another 
$1000 should the major badge draw not been won. So if you haven’t yet 
been on a Friday night then try it – come along and join in the camaraderie.

Before closing on this subject I would like to thank those Friday nighters 
who have been good enough to help us sell raffle tickets. Although 
not necessarily members of any committee, they just jump in and help 
– which is very much appreciated.

Associates’ Club Championships
The associates have recently completed their club championships and 

I would like to congratulate president Del, captain Dawn and their 
committee on a most successful program staged over three weeks.

Having spoken to a number of competitors it was heartening to hear 
that every one was delighted with the way in which the competition was 
conducted. Congratulations to the winners, especially club champion 
Hiromi Kamata. My thanks go to the committee for their invitation to the 
well-attended presentations.

Cocktail Party
Be sure to make an entry in your social diary for our cocktail evening on 

Saturday, August 11. This should be a great night, with wine and cheese 
tasting plus a lucky draw of $500 that must be won.

Pennants
A huge vote of thanks goes to all pennant team sponsors and especially 

to our major sponsor, Peter Weston of Vinnie’s Italian Restaurants.

Interclub pennants are now under way and I wish all competitors the best 
of luck. There’ll be great action in the weeks ahead and I am sure that our 
players, caddies and spectators will thoroughly enjoy the competition.

Praise appreciated
According to Golf Queensland, our course was “beautifully presented” 

for this year’s Queensland Senior Amateur Championship held from
July 16-18.

This year’s winner was Port Macquarie golfer Brian Sams, who has 
continued an extraordinary run of form and is certainly one of Australia’s 
leading senior amateur golfers.

Don Phelan

I WOULD begin by following up on a 
couple of points raised in my last Tee to 
Green report.

• The amalgamation of the administration of 
golf at the Queensland state level took effect 
from 1st July. The new body is known as 
Golf Queensland and its governing board is 
comprised of both men and women. What, if anything, will happen 
at District level is pretty much an unknown. At this stage, the Gold 
Coast District Golf Association and Women’s Golf Gold Coast appear 
set to continue as they are, at least for the time being.

• The Golf Australia option papers on changes to handicapping and 
course rating systems are to be the subject of a national level meeting 
of interested parties later this year.

• Could I repeat my earlier request for all members to advise their email 
addresses. Having members’ email contacts will make it much easier 
to communicate more widely. You can register your address in the 
“MY DETAILS” section of the website or simply advise the office. 

• The men’s interclub pennant season is now running. Next up will 
be the Seniors and Super Seniors from late August to early October. 
Would eligible players (50+ and 60+ respectively prior to 27th August 
2007) please keep an eye out for the nomination sheets on the 
official notice board in the Spike Bar.

Changes working well
Changes to the out-of-bounds and hazard markings on the 5th and 

12th holes seem to be working well.

At the time of writing, changes to the 5th are not complete, with a 
considerable amount of fill still to go into the eastern end of the pond 
there. Once this is done and the ground in that area restored, the 
present GUR area will be removed.

Informative education nights
The rules education nights conducted in the first half of the year by 

Neil Peters and Bernadette Lance were very interesting and informative 
and certainly well attended. I hope to be able to arrange for another 
session in the second half of the year, this time covering some more 
advanced topics.

Necessary reversion 

Play has now reverted to the right-hand tee on the 18th hole. 
Although the left-hand tee made it arguably a more interesting hole, 
we felt that to make it safe from the 14th tee for permanent use would 
require erection of a net, which would be unsightly and expensive. We 
will only play from the left-hand tee when the spare hole (2A) has to 
be used. To provide additional protection for when this happens, some 
more plantings and a hedge have been put in on the left-hand side of 
the left-hand tee.

Local rules 

Our local rules are currently being revised and it’s intended that in five 
months when we order printing of new score cards, we will change to 
a traditional card with the local rules printed on the back. However, we 
will also examine the option of using a mark sense type card with a card 
reader, which may offer a speedier output of results.

Outstanding performances
Finally, I wish to congratulate Hiromi Kamata on her victory by one 

stroke over her sister Mami in the associates’ strokeplay championship. 
Both ladies have had a wonderful season and well and truly 
distinguished themselves. Hiromi then went on to win the 36 hole 
matchplay championship, defeating Courtney Massey on the 5th 
sudden death extra hole.

Jim Townley

Captain’s Call

(continued from page 1)

SELECTION CRITERIA
Selection criteria include demonstration of a commitment to 

sustainable land management, long-term planning, community 
involvement and overall environmental stewardship of the golf 
course and its surrounding environment. Protection of indigenous 
plant and animal populations, restoration of habitat and a desire 
to protect sensitive areas are also highly regarded aspects of
this award.
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AS reported back in April by the Gold Coast Bulletin’s sports 
journalist Terry Wilson, Southport Golf Club landed an historic 
third successive win in the Gold Coast District Division 1
pennant with another strong win over Coolangatta-Tweed in this 
year’s final. 

Pictured below is this year’s successful team, and recognition is also due 
to members of the winning ‘06 and ‘05 teams.

Credit must also go to team manager Mike Johnson, who has played in 
Southport’s Division 1 pennant team over the past 20 years.

Presently playing off a handicap of four, Mike could well have been 
considered for a place in the squad in recent years; but he was approached 
two years ago by then club captain Don Phelan to forego playing rights 
and take over the role of team manager.

Taking up a challenge
“That’s right, because back 

early in 2005 we were looking for 
someone with proven managerial 
and coaching experience to 
take our squad to at least the 
finals; but with the more specific 
objective of winning the flag, 
which had escaped us so many 
times in recent years,” says Don, 
who is now club president.

“Mike and current team 
captain Lee Manning were part 
of our team that broke a 25-year 
drought in winning the Division 1 
pennant in 1999.  

“This was one of several 
key factors that led to Mike’s 
appointment as manager; and although he admits to some initial 
reluctance to take up the challenge, his performance has justified the 
appointment in no uncertain terms.

“For starters, even though we have an amateur team of nine who all 
play off handicaps below two, problems are inevitable during the season 
which extends from trials in January through to finals in April.

“There’s always the possibility of a sudden illness, as well as absence 

An historic hat-trick
due to scholastic and business responsibilities,” 
says Don.

“Yes, that’s right; and since taking over the 
role of manager I have, along with the match 
committee, taken a very serious look at team 
selection – and since many factors come into play, 
it’s a bit like applying that well-worn strategy of 
horses for courses – and a strong will to win for 
the team,” says Mike.

“For example, since Arundel and Colonial are very long courses we need 
to select long, accurate hitters. If though play is scheduled for Surfers 
Paradise or Coolangatta/Tweed, we don’t necessarily need long hitters. 

“Paramount though is a total commitment to rise above the norm, 
even if that seems to be beyond 
the players’ own expectations and 
self-belief. 

Support appreciated
“The financial backing of our 

sponsors is invaluable and greatly 
appreciated, as is the moral 
support of the match committee 
and those members who come 
out to encourage and cheer on 
our team.

“On a personal note I’d like to 
convey my thanks to our club 
captain Jim Townley, who quite 
stopped me in my tracks with a 
letter conveying thanks for not 
only playing in our pennant team 
in prior years, but also managing 
the team that brought home the 

flag for the third year in a row.” 

Mike is already planning next year’s raid on the golden pennant; in 
October he’ll assemble a squad of 12 from which, in conjunction with 
the match committee, he’ll select seven to commence pennant play in 
February ‘08.

Attention will also be given to ensuring transport arrangements are in 
place and caddies available. 

House Committee Report
WHO wants to be a millionaire – just 

like in the TV show with Eddie McGuire? 
We can’t supply Eddie, but we can go one 
better with our president Don Phelan, 
who every Friday night draws a random 
membership number – if it’s yours and 
you’re there, you could win up to $5000 
cash tax free! 

If there’s no winner the prize jackpots by 
$100 each week, then on the last Friday of 
each month numbers are drawn until there’s 
a match with a member present, who will 
receive a prize of $100. 

Ticket sales for our monster raffles start 
from 6pm every Friday, with wonderful prizes 

such as Cover Drive white and red wine,
great trays of steak, chicken and lamb from 
Triangle Meats on Chevron (just ask Pat 
Deakin how good is that tender, succulent 
lamb!) and, of course, beer. 

Random prizes
Don may also give out other prizes that 

can include $100 in cash, golf balls, a lesson 
from our professional David McKean, or a 
photographic portrait.

The House Committee hopes you are pleased 
with the new wine glasses. Items being 
considered for the future include new carpet 
and furniture in the Spike Bar, and perhaps 

lighting of a practice 
area for some night 
work-outs. 

I would welcome 
your thoughts on 
what else you might 
enjoy on the social 
side at our club. 

As you can see we have installed lighting 
along our driveway that not only adds to 
safety but also highlights our beautiful trees. 
More lights will be used both on the driveway 
and in the car park.

Please remember Friday night at the club 
– it’s a great night.

Max Crofts
House Committee Chairman
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THANK YOU to all members of Southport Golf Club who have so 
warmly welcomed me into your club since my arrival in late April. 
Welcome also to all new members who are settling in as I have been.

Let me start by telling you a bit about myself: as many of you may 
already know, I’m a passionate golfer and have been all my life. 

Keperra Golf Club on Brisbane’s northside was my starting point 19 years 
ago; in my early twenties, playing off a handicap of three, I participated in 
pennants and Angus Buchanan events, among others.  

These days I’m playing off a handicap of six, but as those few 
unfortunate members who have endured a game with me know, I play 
off six, but not to six!  

Before coming to Southport I spent a little over two years as general 
manager at Carbrook Golf Club, near Redland Bay on Brisbane’s 
southside. Carbrook was fortunate enough to win the “Best Metropolitan 
Golf Club in Queensland” award in early 2007. 

Prior to Carbrook I was based at Ashgrove Golf Club for a couple of 
years, and before that was a manager at the Brisbane Casino whilst I 
completed my Accountancy and Management degree. If you want to 
know anything more personal, come talk to me!

Relocation
Yes, I have relocated to the beautiful Gold Coast from Brisbane and that 

certainly was part of Southport Golf Club’s attraction. Indeed, why would 
anyone want to live anywhere else!  My greatest satisfaction now though 
is being part of the best golf club on the Gold Coast and one of the most 
highly regarded clubs in Queensland and Australia.

Challenges
The challenges of my role are not only upholding the traditions for 

which Southport Golf Club is famous, but also developing new strategies 
with the board to enable the club to move forward and further improve 
service to all members. These are the reasons I’m here. 

Thanks must be recorded for the outstanding extra effort put in by our 
fine staff in the couple of months prior to my start on 23rd April.  In 
particular Anita, Stuart, Mary and Darren handled this difficult period 
extremely well and are to be congratulated.  

Plenty happening
So what has been happening at your club?  Over the past three months 

there has been plenty happening on and off the course. All areas of 
the club are being reviewed and assessed as strategies are developed 
to improve club facilities and enhance members’ enjoyment of their 
game. These have included tree plantings, reshaping of some fairways, 
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From the General Manager’s Desk
improvements in the presentation of bunkers, 
new driveway lighting, and new signage to direct 
function guests to enter the club via the Poinciana 
function room entry.  

We recently had a group of 80 members from 
Royal Queensland, Indooroopilly and Brisbane 
golf clubs visit for their annual game and it 
certainly was encouraging to hear the many 
positive comments about our beautiful golf course. All credit for this goes 
to Stuart and his team.  

Friendliness
By far one of the most pleasant aspects of my introduction to Southport 

Golf Club has been the friendliness of members and the strong social side 
of the club.  Friday nights have seen outstanding crowds of members and 
their guests visit the club to share a refreshment or two with their fellow 
members and friends, win some money in the members’ draw and enjoy 
the delicious meals prepared by David and Helen. 

On Saturday 11th August we will be hosting a members’ cocktail 
night! The evening will include a free cocktail on arrival, wine and cheese 
tasting, a selection of canapés and a $500 cash giveaway! Tickets are only 
$20, so ring the office on 5571 1444 to reserve your tickets for 6:30pm 
Saturday 11th August.  

Planned functions
Other club functions planned include a reprise of the extremely popular 

jazz afternoon to be held on Sunday 30th September – a fabulous social 
event and a must for your diary.  

Then on New Year’s Eve we have booked a great band for the club 
function to see in the New Year. We do encourage you to attend these 
fun events – and bring along a friend or two to show off your club. 

Coming events
On the course we have a number of major golfing events for 

members over the coming months including the Gold Coast Open, the
Southport Classic, the Southport Ladies’ Amateur Open and then the 
men’s 2007 Club Championships.  

Lastly, if there is anything you would like to discuss, positive or negative, 
please don’t hesitate to give me a call or drop in to see me. Writing a 
letter is required on some occasions, but often an informal chat can be 
the best way to address an issue on the spot.  

I look forward to seeing you out there enjoying our beautiful golf course.

Andrew Kirkman
General Manager

WINTER as we well know has reared its head 
with some very cold early morning snaps that 
have been more severe than those of last
year, hence the discolouration of our greens 
much earlier.

Nevertheless, the grass is still healthy and 
hopefully this condition will be maintained 
throughout winter.

Our course superintendent is constantly monitoring the greens and is 
applying the necessary herbicide and fertiliser to eliminate grass problems.

We have commenced eradication of foreign grass around the course
so members will notice discolouration in some areas, particularly the 
greens surrounds and greenlees park fairways. These areas should
recover quite satisfactorily.

Greens Report
Bunkers

Our bunker repair program is now under way to improve bunker entry 
and exit areas. This will include minor reshaping of some greenside 
bunkers on the 7th, 9th and 18th holes with work commencing over the 
coming months. Your comments would be appreciated.

A tree-planting program is also in progress. Because they are a safety 
hazard, dead trees will be removed and other suitable species planted.

The new hedge behind the 11th green should block out noise from 
Slatyer Avenue and also enhance the area. Ground cover will be planted 
in the waste area on the right hand side of the path adjacent to the
12th tee.

The Greens Committee will appreciate any members’ suggestions that 
will improve the playability of our course. 

T. H. Dowling
Greens Director
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HERE we are more than half way though the year already, time 
just seems to fly!

Two matchplay honour board events were decided earlier in the season. 
Congratulations to Lorraine Jefferies, who played great golf to defeat 
Glenice Ramsbotham in the single matchplay knockout. Congratulations 
also to Lesley Walke and Jill Millhouse on defeating Laney Look and Kay 
Biggins in the 4BBB matchplay knockout. Two of our new ladies, Pennie 
McGovern and Pam Harse, put in a very good effort to reach the semi 
finals. Well done ladies! 

There seems to be no stopping our junior girls. Hiromi and Mami Kamata continue to play 
great golf, taking out first and second places in recent events this year. Courtney Massey has also 
played well in her events this year. Keep it up girls, it is great following your careers.  

Club Championships
Congratulations to our club champion 

for 2007, Hiromi Kamata, who had a 
gross score of 300 for the four rounds. 
Well done Hiromi! Also congratulations 
to Bronze 1 champion Di Korman and 
Bronze 2 champion Shirley Moriarty. Well 
done ladies – and congratulations to all 
other trophy winners. 

History almost repeated itself as 
we watched another exciting match 
between Hiromi and Courtney – but 
this year it was Hiromi’s turn to take the 
matchplay honours on the 41st hole. Matchplay is very good for your golf, so it would be great 
to see more ladies qualify next year.

As all the ladies who played this year know, the conditions were very trying; all we were short 
of was some snow, and I must admit it felt pretty close to that on one of the days. The smaller 
field this year was no doubt due to the unpleasant weather and associated ailments, so we look 
forward to having more entries next year, particularly in all four rounds.

Associates’ News

Business Ladies
Congratulations also go to Genevieve 

Sowerby on winning the Phyl Bridgford 
Trophy in the Business Ladies’
Championships. For many years some
associates missed out on playing in
championships, match play and other
competitions staged during the week
because of business commitments.

Generous sponsor
That all changed 10 years ago when Phyl 

Bridgford decided to sponsor a Business 
Ladies’ Championships for those associates 
permitted play on a Saturday. Her sponsorship will continue, but Phyl says she can’t play any 
more because her knees are worn out. Hardly surprising since, now aged 94, she has played 
golf for 63 years.

Phyl started her golfing career with the Victoria Golf Club and is still a member of the Peninsula 
Country Club. She joined Southport in 1982, at that time playing off an 11 handicap.

“A particular pleasure”, says Phyl, “has been Fridays when over many years I’ve linked up with 
a regular group of 10 ladies. Although I won’t be playing any more, I’ll continue to come out for 
at least a chat and maybe a drink or two.”

We look forward to seeing you doing just that, Phyl, and in wishing you all the very best we 
also thank you for the many years of support you gave the Business Ladies’ Championships.

Good luck to all of the pennant players for the 2007 season.

For those interested in playing cards, a card day is held at the club on the first Thursday of every 
month. Contact our caterer, Helen, if you would like to join in.

Del Herse
President

Champions – 72 hole stroke

Club champion ....................Hiromi Kamata
Runner-up ...............................Mami Kamata
Bronze 1 champion ...........Di Korman
Runner-up ...............................Anne Yuille
Bronze 2 champion ...........Shirley Moriarty
Runner-up ...............................Betty Cragg

4-day nett aggregate

Silver.........................................Wendy Townley
Bronze 1 ..................................Eileen O’Bree
Bronze 2 ..................................Moyra Galton

Matchplay champions

Champion..............................Hiromi Kamata
Runner-up ...............................Courtney Massey
Bronze 1.................................Di Korman
Runner-up ...............................Anne Yuille
Bronze 2.................................Betty Cragg
Runner-up ...............................Roberta Speirs

Poinciana Trophy

Silver........................................Jill Millhouse
Runner-up ...............................Stella Butler
Bronze 1.................................Kay Biggins
Runner-up ...............................Dorothy Wells
Bronze 2.................................Moyra Galton
Runner-up ...............................Fay Cummins

Mary Scott Trophy .............Courtney Massey

Senior Salver Best Agg....Wendy Townley

Championship
          2007

Monday, September 10, 2007 
Help support the future of our game 

– sponsor the 2007 Southport
Golf Club Trainee Pro-Am

Your support will help make this event a success and 
support future professionals such as our own Chris 
Renouf and Daniel Barclay.

The event will host 70 of the best trainee professionals 
and some current touring professionals. An amateur 
event will be run in conjunction for any golfers who 
have a current AGU handicap. All amateur golfers 
will get the opportunity to play with a professional. 
This is a great opportunity for golfers to see elite 
level golf being played.

DON’T MISS OUT
Phone Chris or Daniel on 5532 1577

to reserve your package.



“Over the next 10 years we lived on the Darling 
Downs, in Hughenden, Townsville, Rockhampton 
and Brisbane where there was some time for cricket 
with the locals; but in 1971 an opportunity arose to 
buy the oil company’s bulk depot on the Gold Coast. 
This was a very successful business until the major 
crash of 1976, when oil prices soared sky high.

“Cartage from Brisbane to the Gold Coast was cancelled by the oil 
company and as a result we nearly went to the wolves,” said Tony, who 
decided to “do the Gold Coast thing” and move into real estate here.

“It was bingo, because we found a niche in Mudgeeraba working along 
with Arthur Earle* for six years. Arthur encouraged me to open my own 
real estate office in Nerang, which I did in 1983 and so became known as 
Mr Hooker for the next 21 years,” says Tony, who’s spent the past three 
years in retirement. 

Travel in Australia and overseas is a favourite pastime for Tony and his 
wife Brenda, and they’ve found that an ideal way of reducing costs is 
through house-swapping. When at home Tony enjoys playing golf at 
Southport on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays when he’s joined by 
Brenda, who is secretary of the Associates’ Committee.

Presentation outstanding
“It’s timely,” says Tony, “to pay tribute to greens committee 

chairman Chilla Dowling, course superintendent Stuart Moore and the
groundstaff, because the course presentation right through this year
has been outstanding.”

If there is a complaint, Tony – who has lost count of the times he’s 
notched a up a hole-in-one – believes it’s not necessary to have so much 
rough on the course; but he says this policy recently seems to have been 
reversed, which is fortunate because those in the old brigade find it 
increasingly difficult to reach greens.

*Footnote: Arthur Earle for many years herded sheep to outback 
stockyards along the so-called ‘long paddock’, but when he recognised 
the potential in developing real estate on the Gold Coast he became a 
multi-millionaire and philanthropist.

[ 6 ]

ALTHOUGH he never notched up a century, Tony Friend was being 
carefully watched by English county cricket selectors when during 
his youth he opened the batting for Somerset Colts and other 
teams in the market town of Yeovil.

Little did he know at the time that years later he would be opening
the batting on coir matting in outback Australia, at Hughenden in North 
West Queensland.

How come?

“Well, I’d never pass up an opportunity to play cricket; but back then in 
England my mind was focused on engineering, and after five years spent 
working on Sikorsky helicopters with Westland Aircraft in the UK I qualified 
as a licensed aircraft engineer in early 1959,” says Tony, who joined 
Southport in August 1971, at the time playing off a handicap of 14.

Along the way Tony linked up with British United Airways, firstly in 
South Africa for a couple of months and then for more than a year with 
Shell at Port Harcourt in Nigeria.

His responsibilities there involved servicing the seven helicopters that 
ferried crews to oil rigs in the Niger Delta, where according to Tony the 
once pristine jungle is now sadly reduced to a state of desolation.

Anyhow, early in the summer of 1960 Tony returned to the UK with one 
of the Sikorsky helicopters; the reason being that holiday camp millionaire 
Billy Butlin, who was sponsoring a charity walk from John o’ Groats to 
Land’s End, was about to initiate the first commercial helicopter flights 
in Europe.

Charters were being organised all over the UK and, being responsible 
for maintenance, Tony met many Royal Australian Navy pilots training on 
Sikorsky helicopters at Redhill in Surrey.

Australia here we come
Word was about that Tony was to be posted to the Middle East and, 

given the ongoing conflicts there, that certainly didn’t appeal.

“Yes, but fortunately I’d heard so much of interest about Australia that in 
August 1961 my then wife and I decided to migrate to Brisbane. Soon after 
arriving I secured a position as an engineer with a major oil company.
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“Okay, but I can and will,” was his response!

Love of all sports
So the outcome was that she returned to the UK 

with her son and filed for divorce.

“At that stage I found myself regretting that 
marriage had interrupted what could have been 
a great tennis career and indeed my love of other 
sports such as netball, lacrosse, swimming, rounders and athletics. 

“Anyhow, after three years living in Croydon, Surrey, as I was gazing out 
a window one day at several children aimlessly hanging around the street 
corner I realised that there had to be a better life elsewhere; so Douglas 
and I discussed the possibility of moving to another country. We decided 
to migrate to Australia, but only after giving great consideration to both 
the US and Canada.

“When we arrived at Sydney airport on December 30th 1979 there was 
no-one to greet us as we knew no-one here, but from the word go I fell 
in love with Australia, the people and the great new way of life. 

“Strangely though, as the New South Wales winter approached it 
became colder than we had anticipated, so we flew up to Cairns then 
travelled back south in a coach. When we arrived on the Gold Coast I 
felt instantly that this was to be our home, and I’ve never looked back,” 
said Anne.

A FEW weeks before her 17th birthday in 1963 Anne Kelly, 
then a highly promising junior singles tennis player in training 
at Wimbledon, accepted a marriage proposal from a Scottish civil 
engineer. Following their marriage in 1966 her husband undertook 
a project on the West Indies island of Jamaica.

“We were there for two years, and although the blazing Jamaican sun 
nearly shrivelled up the skin it was an idyllic, fantastic experience,” says 
Anne, who joined Southport Golf Club five years ago.

Not long after their return to the UK, where the couple spent six months 
renovating a house in Bedford, there came a call for Anne’s husband 
George to take on another engineering project in Hong Kong, where in 
1971 Anne gave birth to her son Douglas.

“Our stay in Hong Kong was nothing like the sojourn of the West Indies, 
so we were happy to return to England in 1973 – but not for long.

“Later that year and after another house renovation in Leatherhead, 
Surrey, we were posted to East Malaysia, where George was to supervise 
expansion of a port 80 miles up the tidal Rajang River at Sibu, Sarawak. 

“I still have vivid memories of the hundreds of rats that swarmed out as 
the tides receded,” says Anne with a shudder. 

After 18 months in that steamy jungle hothouse, mostly remote from 
civilisation, she’d had enough and told her husband that she no longer 
wished to stay there.

Giving it all away far too young!
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ANDI von Zeppelin joined Southport Golf 
Club 25 years ago and since then has played 
off 24 to 26 – a handicap he has found difficult 
to reduce.

How come?

“Well, I don’t play enough,” says Andi, and that’s 
because over the past 10 years he’s spent most of 

his time travelling around the globe after establishing a travel agency at 
Benowa Gardens Shopping Centre.

Kicking off Zeppelin Travel initially with just two staffers, Andi’s success 
is seen in that today he has nine consultants at the shopping centre office 
and three consultant specialists in an adjacent commercial building. 

Born in Buenos Aries, young Andi travelled the world with his German 
father and Austrian mother who eventually opted to settle in Australia, 
where they arrived four weeks before introduction of decimal currency on 
Valentine’s Day 1966.

“That was a blessing for me, because as a 12-year old I just couldn’t 
handle pounds, shillings and pence,” says Andi, who immediately after 
landing in Sydney travelled with his family to their pre-determined 
destination on the Gold Coast. 

Here he enrolled as a student at Miami High School, which had opened 
just two years previously, and following his graduation six years later Andi 
headed out west to become a jackeroo.

That all changed when a very close friend invited Andi to join a travel 
agency in Southport, which became the base from which Zeppelin Travel 
was later formed in 1997.

Tours around the globe
Since that time he’s travelled the world promoting, marketing and 

organising tours in Europe, the USA, Japan, China, South America and 
islands of the West Indies such as Cuba, where Andi formed a friendship 
with author Ernest Hemingway.

“Exciting recent highlights have been my journey on the present Queen 
Mary’s maiden transatlantic voyage, visits to Dubai and acceptance of a 
flag presented to me by the captain of one of Royal Viking Line’s five-star 
cruise ships.

Jackeroo goes from out west to world travel
“As with most industries though there’s always need to move forward, 

to introduce innovative experiences in travel.

“An example is the attraction now of touring through Europe via 
slimline ships that carry 200-400 passengers on 12-15 day cruises 
through the Danube and other  river systems.

“Indeed, the core of our business is in the creative planning of excursions 
and keeping abreast of what’s transpiring by ensuring our consultants 
are sent on educational tours so that they can confidently tailor travel 
arrangements to suit clients’ individual whims. 

Gaddafi’s turnaround
“An example right now is a growing interest in the Middle East, 

where the biggest surprise is the turnaround by Libya’s ruler Muammar 
al Gaddafi, who in 1969 led an army coup that toppled the country’s 
monarchy and imposed Islamic socialist policies.

“Gaddafi is now focused on advancing his country’s economic situation 
by promoting tourism in a land that for many years closed its doors to the 
outside world. 

“Another interesting aspect is that increasing numbers of Australians 
don’t want to go on group tours, preferring to travel by themselves; and 
that’s particularly true of the ‘baby boomers’.

“There’s always good reason to exercise extreme caution though, and 
endeavour to link up with companions – which also of course helps to 
save costs by sharing accommodation and daily expenses.

“Our experience and attention to fine detail have attracted a diverse 
clientele which is constantly expanding; this suggests to some that we 
should open agencies in other states,” says Andi.

That’s old hat though, because travellers are now used to websites; 
and with www.cruisematch.com and www.zt.com.au, Zeppelin Travel’s 
Benowa office is receiving inquiries and bookings from all over Australia 
and worldwide.

Footnote: Some years ago Andi handed out a number of excellent travel 
bags to our Associates for presentation to winners of competitions and 
over the past six years he has agreed with great pleasure to continue 
sponsorship of our ladies’ tournaments. 

BEHIND THE SCENES
Giving way has two sides

WHEN about to mow areas say around the greens, ground staff 
thoughtfully hold back when an approaching foursome is well 
behind the group in front.

The opposite applies when it’s obvious there’s going to be a hold-up at 
the next tee, where there may be one or two groups waiting to hit off.

“Well, that all makes sense,” says Ronnie Bennetts, who joined our 
ground staff 20 months ago after 18 years at Royal Pines.

Hats off!
Why though does Ronnie never wear a hat when out mowing or 

raking bunkers, especially during the searing summer months?

His laconic response is that he prefers to wear hats inside “so they 
don’t fade”. That of course brings a sustained burst of laughter from 
colleagues present during this interview.

Another quick quip from the club’s horticulturist Aaron Goding is that 
Ronnie’s okay out in the sun because his skin is much darker than the 
rest of us.

Seriously though, Ronnie – who has never applied sunscreen – says he 
doesn’t feel comfortable wearing a hat.

After leaving school Ronnie took a 12-month 
holiday in Western Australia, hoping on his return 
to impress the Adelaide Crows’ coach and don the 
club’s AFL jumper, but to no avail.

Royal Pines
Three years later, after tiring of a storeman’s 

job taken on during a break in Tasmania,
Ronnie decided to head north where he applied 
for a job as labourer on the then fledgling Royal 
Pines development. 

As the project neared completion, Ronnie – with no experience 
whatsoever – was offered a position with the Royal Pines ground staff,
which he held for 16 years. During this time Ronnie gained qualifications
that allowed him to accept a position at the Capricorn Resort near Yeppoon.

He had obviously decided that the Gold Coast was his preferred 
location though, because just on a year later a hopeful application 
tendered for a position on Southport’s ground staff was successful.

“What has amazed me is that while Royal Pines still has a lot of people 
on its ground staff, Southport is able to maintain its current status with 
only 10 reporting to course superintendent Stuart Moore.

“Anyway, it’s here I want to stay because never have I had a boss so 
understanding and helpful,” says Ronnie, who’s happy to raise his hat to 
Stuart – but only inside and out of the sun.
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WHILE most vegetation around the course is native, there are 
also exotic species; and although there’s danger of branches falling 
from our native eucalypts, there are understandable worries too 
about imported palm trees. 

Indeed, only recently a member was extremely fortunate to escape 
serious injury from a heavy seedpod that thudded into the ground 
without any warning from a palm tree located close to the 15th tee. 

So be wary if looking for a ball or playing out of the rough along, for 
instance, the right-hand side of the 
15th fairway where there are several 
palm trees. Another danger spot is near 
the seat adjacent to the 7th tee.

Members will be pleased to know 
that the greens committee has 
engaged specialists to climb high into 
eucalypts to check out limbs that, for 
a number of reasons such as strong 
winds or termites, could fall without 
any warning. 

CERTAINLY it can be expected that 
golfers will always be taking stock 
of new clubs, but my advice is to be 
very wary of the recently introduced 
square drivers. 

It’s conceded of course that companies 
marketing golfing equipment must constantly look to new 
concepts, otherwise they’re going to go to the wall.

Yet in recent times some new concepts do not represent 
improvement – and one is the square driver, which to my 
mind should be disregarded because it’s just a fad and will fall 
by the wayside very quickly.

Bear in mind here that although companies such as Olimar, 
Nike, Callaway and Brosnan are spending heaps of money 
to promote square drivers, it speaks volumes that companies 
such as Titleist and TaylorMade have refrained.

Looking at this from another angle, I have to wonder what 
the golf club and other equipment manufacturers are going 
to do to encourage us to keep replacing over short periods.

One of the temptations of course is to fall for advertising 
that claims one can hit balls further with these new clubs; 
but that’s not right, because I have found the reverse often 
applies in many cases. 

Take note too of the fact that two-ball putters were very 
popular a couple of years ago, but now they seem to have 
disappeared and have been replaced by the conventional Ping 
style putter. 

Indeed putters appear to have done the full circle, having 
come back to what was favoured years and years ago.

AMONG the 55 youngsters who lined up earlier this year 
to join Southport’s PGA Schweppes Junior Program skills 
challenge was a three-year-old named Max.

“Given that our program is structured to coach those aged 
from seven to 16 we were hesitant about little Max, but this youngster was 
obviously very keen and has come along exceptionally well by listening carefully to 
what we have to say,” says Karen Caban, who manages the overall program with 
David McKean, the club’s 
teaching professional.

“We are though very 
grateful for the contribution 
of PGA trainees Chris 
Renouf and Daniel Barclay, 
who are undertaking all 
aspects of the overall 
teaching program this year.  

“Anyhow what’s really 
amazing is that since we 
started out on a Sunday morning in 1998 with around 10 eager youngsters, our 
group has grown so much – and word must still be travelling fast because we 
continue to get inquiries from all over the Gold Coast,” says Karen.

The club has formed a Junior Development Committee chaired by club vice-
captain Brad Dowling and comprised of Karen, David McKean, general manager 
Andrew Kirkman, board member Steve Davies and Wendy Townley, who is the 
associates’ vice-captain.

Challenges
The Sunday morning PGA program includes coaching in driving, pitching, chipping 

and putting, with ongoing instruction in rules and etiquette. 

“We also have three-hole competitions for our beginners, gradually progressing 
to nine-hole competitions. Overall our objective is developing the children’s 
aptitude for the game to a point where they will become part of the junior ranks in 
our club,” says Karen.

Junior golf –
 never too early

TEACHING PRO’S CORNER
Beware of
square drivers

with Aaron Goding

Indeed, regular inspection of gum trees and 
consideration of what we should do with palm trees 
are currently high on the agenda.

Another problem though is survival of our 
Xanthorrhoea johnsonii, better known as ‘grass trees’. 
Some of these were planted on the right-hand side 
of the entry gates from Slatyer Avenue about a year 
ago, but shortly afterwards were pulled out by vandals and dumped on 
the outside roadway. We did replant them, although as with the grass 
trees around the practice putting greens it’s doubtful whether they will 
grow much, simply because they’re more suited to red clay or sand. 

Now to those errant golf balls that insist on finding the woods: 
there’s no way to alleviate the frustration of wayward golfers who 
find themselves among the trees lining most of our fairways and no 
doubt much colourful cussing will be heard; but most members will be 
delighted to see that many of the ficus whose roots have intruded onto 
fairways have been removed.

Also, it’s planned that other trees foreign to this neck of the woods will 
be removed and replaced by carefully selected native species.

Okay, but since we’ve given the thumbs down to exotic species, one 
may well ask what about our poincianas and jacarandas? We’ll tackle 
that one in the next issue.

Aaron Goding – Course Horticulturist


